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SPANISH ACROSS THE WORLD 

We have called this book ‘World Spanish’.  From the beaches of northern Spain to the semi desert of South Patagonia, people speak Spanish.  Accents vary, of course, and the words that refer to local realities — birds and animals, food, weather, trees, plants — vary enormously from place to place.  But the shape and structure of the language is essentially the same everywhere and many of the words and expressions are common to all.  So despite their very different environments the Spaniard and the Patagonian, the Chilean ant the Spanish-speaking citizen of the United States can speak directly to one another.  That is why we can say that Spanish is a world language. 

LEARNING SPANISH — OUR APPROACH

We wrote this course with two things in mind.  First, that you may well have little or no experience of Spanish, or indeed of any other language either.  Secondly, that while you will want to learn how to function in a Spanish-speaking world — ask your way, find things out, order food and drink and so on — learning the language will also give you access to the whole culture and history of that world and in all its enormous diversity. 

The approach of the course is both communicative (you want to learn through practising the language in real and recognisable situations) and cultural (you want to understand and enjoy aspects of the Spanish-speaking world that give the language life and meaning).  The coursebook sets out to provide you with the means to express yourself in a particular context and to ensure that you learn not just phrases or expressions but also patterns of language that you can use and combine in other contexts and situations.  Each unit also has a theme that links its several parts (as well as the TV and audio material).  The Temas section in each unit explores aspects of the culture of the Spanish-speaking world (be it Spain, Latin America, or the Spanish of the United States).  We look, for example, at the influence of Arab Spain, the origins of the tango, the history of the Conquest of Latin America and the state of health in the contemporary Spanish-speaking world.  And we include poetry and songs by writers from many countries and periods; you will find that even as a beginner you can read and enjoy them. 

WHAT’S IN THE BOOK?

Sueños World Spanish has been written with the independent learner in mind, as well as those who will be using it in the classroom.  The book consists of twenty units, each containing a language-learning section divided into three parts (Así se habla), a cultural section (Temas), and a review and revision section (Veamos de nuevo), at the end of which is a checklist for you to check your progress.  (The section ‘How to use this book’) shows you how each section breaks down into parts and how you can work with each unit.) After every five units there is a section of revision exercises (Puesta a punto), so that you can practise again what you have learned.  This is particularly useful if you are learning on your own.  At the end of the book are the Reference sections that you can consult while you are working your way through Sueños.  Answer Key, Grammar Summary, English-Spanish Word Groups, Spanish-English Glossary, together with transcripts of the recordings that accompany the course.  This new edition has been revised and updated to include the euro and other important changes. 

(...)

FAQ’s

Q. What is it?

A. Sueños World Spanish offers a superb start in learning a language that is spoken by more than 300 million people in over 20 countries. 

Recorded and filmed in Spain, Latin America and the USA, this innovative and stimulating course will help users develop listening and speaking skills with confidence, taking them to the rough equivalent of GCSE or NVQ Level 1. Now revised to include the euro and other key updates around the Spanish-speaking world.

The components are available separately or as a course pack consisting of the course book and the 4 cassettes/CDs with over 5 hours of listening and speaking practice.

"Having looked closely at different parts of the course, I am staggered by the scope of it." - Language Learning Journal
Q. Who is it for?
 A. The course is aimed at beginners and those with a little Spanish.

Q. How do I use it?
 A. The course is designed to meet the varied needs of adult learners at home or in class. It takes a  communicative approach with an emphasis on practising the language in real and recognisable situations and offers valuable insights into the variety of cultures throughout the Spanish-speaking world. Now revised to include the euro and other key updates around the Spanish-speaking world, each of the 20 units is sub-divided into manageable learning blocks so learners can make rapid progress with the language. Personal learning strategies are provided and regular review sections help monitor progress. An accompanying 20-programme TV series is regularly repeated on the BBC TWO Learning Zone.

Q. What language level can I reach?
A. The book and audio encourages you to take part in conversational activities designed to develop the ability to understand and to speak Spanish to a high beginner's level, roughly equivalent to a first qualification, such as GCSE level.

· Features 
· The full pack contains a 288-page course book and 4 x 75 min. audio cassettes or CDs 

· Available as a full pack or separately. 

· The CDs/audio cassettes are designed to be used together with the book but they can also be used on their own to reinforce listening, learning and speaking practice 

· The 2 x 180-minute video pack also includes a video guide and a complete transcript 
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